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Your study advisors

Giovanni Boero

Micro & Nanosystems

Yves Bellouard

Advanced Production & Fabrication

Olivier Martin

Optics & Photonics

Francesco Mondada

Robotics Master & Orientations
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Your essential tools

IS-Academia 

Course and exam 

registrations.

SMT Website 

Important information, 

guidelines and useful links 

for your studies.
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Your EPFL e-mail

firstname.lastname@epfl.ch

▪ Your EPFL e-mail should now become your reference account.

▪ Important information regarding your studies will be sent to this address.

▪ Check it regularly.

In case of doubt, always consult the official regulations for your studies.

« Ignorantia juris non excusat »
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Master Structure
Understanding how your programme is built
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Your master in one view
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Your study plan

Your official study plan is available online:

▪ Microengineering

▪ Robotics

Important : study plans can evolve each year. The study plan that determines the completion of your blocs and groups is the one 

from the first semester of your Master studies.
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https://edu.epfl.ch/studyplan/en/master/microengineering/
https://edu.epfl.ch/studyplan/en/master/microengineering/
https://edu.epfl.ch/studyplan/en/master/microengineering/
https://edu.epfl.ch/studyplan/en/master/robotics/
https://edu.epfl.ch/studyplan/en/master/robotics/
https://edu.epfl.ch/studyplan/en/master/robotics/
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Registering for courses & exams

You must register yourself for all subjects, including compulsory courses, through IS-Academia.

Autumn Spring

Course Registration ▪ from August until Friday of the second
week of the autumn semester

▪ from January until Friday of the second
week of the spring semester

Withdrawing from Tests ▪ from October to the Friday of the tenth
week of the semester

▪ from March to the Friday of the tenth
week of the semester
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How do you pass ? Bloc vs Group

BLOC

A bloc is passed when:

▪ all subjects it contains have been examined at least 

once;

▪ the weighted average of the bloc is 4.00 or above.

When the bloc is passed, all credits associated with it 

are acquired.

GROUP

A group is passed when:

▪ enough individual subjects have been passed 

with a grade of 4.00 or above;

▪ the required number of credits for the group has been 

reached.

An average is calculated, but it has no bearing 

on passing the group.

Requirements for passing the Master’s degree

Requirements for passing
the internship and the Master’s project : 
Internships
Master’s projects
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https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/pass-conditions/requirements-passing-master-degree/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/pass-conditions/requirements-passing-master-degree/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/pass-conditions/requirements-passing-master-degree/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/pass-conditions/requirements-passing-master-degree/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/pass-conditions/requirements-passing-master-degree/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/internships/academic-regulations/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/internships/academic-regulations/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/pdm-english/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/pdm-english/
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Semester projects
Hands-on research at the heart of your Master

Important for Microengineering master:
two semester projects are mandatory
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▪ Semester Project I: It must be carried out in the field of microengineering or a related field.

▪ Semester Project II: It can be carried out either in the field of microengineering or within the topic of your minor.
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How to find a semester project

Browse SMT
Explore project 

proposals on the 
portal

Contact Labs
Reach out to 
laboratories 

of interest

Meet Professor
Discuss objectives 
with the professor

Reserve Early
Secure your project 
as soon as possible
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Semester project : guidelines Guidelines & Templates

• Semester Projects Guidelines

• Intermediate presentation 

template

• Final presentation template

• Semester Thesis report template

Examples & Forms

• Project proposals

• Example of a semester project 

report

• Project Evaluation Sheet

• MAKE Project guidelines

Semester project guidelines 
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https://sti.epfl.ch/smt/smt-semester-project-guidelines/
https://sti.epfl.ch/smt/smt-semester-project-guidelines/
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Semester project : important rules

PROJECT OUTSIDE SMT

If the Professor proposing the project is not affiliated with the Microengineering Section 
the project must be submitted for validation to : elmira.shahrabi@epfl.ch

TWO PROJECTS

It is not allowed:

▪ to take two projects during the same semester;

▪ to carry out two projects in the same laboratory.
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https://sti.epfl.ch/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/PDM-liste-des-profs-MER-liens.pdf
https://sti.epfl.ch/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/PDM-liste-des-profs-MER-liens.pdf
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Semester project : timeline

1START

Beginning of the semester

2 MID-SEMESTER

Oral presentation of work progress strongly recommended

3END OF PROJECT

Final presentation mandatory

4 REPORT

Fall : Friday of the second week after semester end. 
Spring : Friday of the first week after semester end.

5GRADE

Transferred to SAC 15 days 
after the report has been handed in.

The supervising Professor should confirm 
the exact dates for the report and oral presentation
at the beginning of the project.
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Study room BM 0246 

Exclusively for SMT Master students

▪ Access with your Camipro card

▪ A dedicated place to study and work

▪ Please follow the study room rules and guidelines
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https://plan.epfl.ch/?room==BM%200246
https://plan.epfl.ch/?room==BM%200246
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Minors
Deepen your expertise
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Minors : key rules

▪ Choose your Minor

Inform the Section of your choice and register your Minor in IS-Academia no later than the beginning
of your 2nd Master semester.

▪ Complete at least 30 ECTS

A Minor is successfully completed once you have earned at least 30 ECTS from the approved courses.

▪ Pass each course individually

Each course must be passed on its own. There is no compensation between courses.

Minors rules and procedures
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https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/minors/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/minors/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/minors/
https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/minors/
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Minors recommended by SMT

Biomedical Technologies 
Minor 

Responsible: Carlotta Guiducci

Photonics Minor 

Responsible: Olivier Martin

Imaging Minor 

Responsible: Daniel Sage

Other Minors are also available and can be explored in the Minors file
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https://sti.epfl.ch/fr/smt/mineur-en-technologies-biomedicales/
https://sti.epfl.ch/fr/smt/mineur-en-technologies-biomedicales/
https://sti.epfl.ch/fr/smt/mineur-en-photonique/
https://sti.epfl.ch/fr/smt/mineur-en-photonique/
https://imaging.epfl.ch/minor-in-imaging/
https://imaging.epfl.ch/minor-in-imaging/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vRhPS89HbeWvGD4I6WXMp6DVekLT4_FoAH4vz67Uw9-0r-B2muzWZEyFWPbgoH9tATkT5mhQpagstRL/pubhtml
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Industry 
Immersion
Bridging academia and the professional world
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Mandatory industry immersion

You have two options :

OPTION 1
Industry Internship

2–6 months

OPTION 2
Master Project in Industry

25 weeks + 1 week vacation
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When can you do your internship?

Your industry immersion can be integrated into your Master curriculum in different ways. Depending on your 
studyorganisation, you can do:

Internship + Thesis Separately 

Industry Internship (8 weeks-25 weeks) + Master Thesis in 

Academia or Industry (17 or 25 weeks)

Internship + Thesis Together = Master Project in Industry

25 weeks - a full research project carried out in a company

The internship can also be carried out during the summer period.
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Industry internship

Duration: minimum 2 months, up to 6 months

An opportunity to:

▪ immerse yourself in industry;

▪ become familiar with company processes;

▪ acquire specific competences;

▪ apply transversal skills.

Evaluation : report by the student and industry supervisor.

Internships
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https://people.epfl.ch/valerie.berger?lang=en
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Master project in industry

Research in a company

A research project carried out in a 

company, applying competences 

acquired during your Master

Academic supervision

Supervised by a Professor from your 

Section or approved by the section

with monthly feedback

Deliverables

Written report and oral defense

Duration : 25 weeks + 1 week vacation

Master Projects in industry
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https://sti.epfl.ch/master-projects-in-industry/
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The Master Project
The culmination of your Master studies
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Master project

There are several ways to complete your Master Thesis:

AT EPFL

In an EPFL laboratory

ABROAD

At a foreign university, co-supervised 

by an EPFL Professor

IN INDUSTRY

In a company, co-supervised by an 

EPFL Professor. Duration: 25 weeks.

0%

20%

40%

60%

80%

100%

In industry

Abroad
In EPFL Labs
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Possible locations
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Guidelines

Everything you need to prepare 

and complete your Master Thesis is available in the :

Master Projects guidelines 
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https://admin-sti.epfl.ch/smt/master-projects-guidelines/
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Passerelle HES
Your pathway into the Master programme
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Microengineering / Robotics passerelle

TO COMPLETE THE PASSERELLE

You must:

▪ acquire at least 30 ECTS by the end of the second semester;

▪ acquire all required credits by the end of the fourth 

semester.

CAN I START THE MASTER BEFORE COMPLETING 
THE PASSERELLE?

Yes, provided that:

▪ you have obtained at least 30 ECTS of the Passerelle;

▪ you are not in definitive failure of the Passerelle.

The period during which you have started the Master but not yet 

completed the Passerelle counts towards the maximum duration 

of both programmes.

Requirements for passing the HES/FHS gateway

Passerelle Study Plan
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https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/pass-conditions/hes-pathway-pass/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vTccagW2ePLoSmEcfEdsqi2p4rNZDAOEuTXfVIuQSwV59cmhmMLmmGDdeL-p5UeT8taM9BLLLj9TORC/pubhtml
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Microengineering Master program
Orientations, courses, and building your profile
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Specifics about the two masters

MICROENGINEERING MASTER
Rules and procedure 

▪ Optics & Photonics

▪ Micro & 
Nanosystems

▪ Advanced Production & 
Manufacturing

ROBOTICS MASTER
Rules and procedure 

▪ Industrial

▪ Mobile

▪ Medical

Choosing an orientation (A, B or C) is optional
and simply serves as a guideline to help you
plan a coherent set of courses.

You must complete an orientation (A, B or C) 
with a minimum of 17 ECTS credits in order
to obtain your degree.
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ui3uI_aHJxwPs6drpowbEJoA_BJ84TyKZvPCRowTnTc/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ui3uI_aHJxwPs6drpowbEJoA_BJ84TyKZvPCRowTnTc/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fca4lpJu9vyNTBy7QwwitG6YOG9MGKqs2rUCViIykPE/edit?tab=t.0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Fca4lpJu9vyNTBy7QwwitG6YOG9MGKqs2rUCViIykPE/edit?tab=t.0
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Your programme combines:

▪ Foundational courses
▪ Elective courses
▪ An optional orientation
▪ 2 semester projects
▪ SHS
▪ Industry immersion
▪ Master Thesis

You can build your curriculum according to your interests 

while respecting the requirements of the study plan.

33

Microengineering master structure
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Product design & systems engineering course

A foundational course during the first semester.

Working in teams, students create their own product:

CONCEPT

DESIGN

PROTOTYPE

MARKETING PLAN
The course also includes invited speakers
from Academia and Industry.
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Choose your orientation

Orientations are designed as guidelines to help you choose your courses.

A - Optics & Photonics B - Micro & Nanosystems C - Advanced Production
& Fabrication

Giovanni Boero
Study advisor

Yves Bellouard
Study advisor

Olivier Martin
Study advisor
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A - Optics & Photonics

Examples of courses include :

▪ Computational Optical Imaging

▪ Optical Detectors

▪ Selected Topics in Advanced Optics

▪ Optical Design with Zemax

▪ Lasers: Theory and Modern Applications

▪ Nonlinear Optics

▪ Optics Laboratories

▪ Fundamentals of Biophotonics

▪ Biomedical Optics

▪ Nanophotonics

▪ Photonic Systems and Technology

Important : for the complete and current course list, 

always consult the official study plan.
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B - Micro & Nanosystems

Examples of courses include :

▪ Nanotechnology

▪ Scaling Laws in Micro- and Nanosystems

▪ Advanced MEMS & Microsystems

▪ Micro/Nanomechanical Devices

▪ MEMS Practicals I & II

▪ Fundamentals of Biosensors and Electronic Biochips

▪ Bio-Nano-Chip Design

▪ Nanobiotechnology and Biophysics

▪ Sensors in Medical Instrumentation

▪ Physical Models for Micro and Nanosystems Important : for the complete and current course list, 

always consult the official study plan.
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C - Advanced Production & Fabrication

Examples of courses include :

▪ Introduction to Additive Manufacturing

▪ Manufacturing Systems and Supply Chain Dynamics
▪ Material Processing with Intelligent Systems (not given in 2026-2027)
▪ Metrology

▪ Advanced Additive Manufacturing Technologies

▪ Laser Microprocessing

▪ Continuous Improvement of Manufacturing Systems

▪ Industrial Automation

▪ Metrology Practicals

▪ Advanced Mechanisms for Extreme Environments 

(not given in 2026-2027)

Important : for the complete and current course list, 

always consult the official study plan.
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Build your own profile

Beyond the orientation courses, you can develop your profile through courses in areas such as :

AI & MACHINE LEARNING

Machine Learning / Software Architecture / Distributed 

Intelligent Systems

SIGNALS & BIO

Image Processing / Neural Signals / Neuroengineering / 

Biomedical Signal Processing

SYSTEMS

Embedded Systems / Systems Engineering / Project & Risk 

Management

ROBOTICS

Mobile Robotics / Legged Robots / Aerial Robotics / 

Evolutionary Robotics
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Where can microengineering take you ?

OPTICS & PHOTONICS
▪ Imaging
▪ Lasers & Communications
▪ Marking & Security
▪ Smart Fabric Printing

MICRO & NANOSYSTEMS
▪ Watchmaking
▪ Sensors, Wireless & IoT
▪ MEMS
▪ Microfabrication & Packaging
▪ Systems Engineering

ADVANCED PRODUCTION & FABRICATION
▪ Industrial Robotics
▪ Supply Chain
▪ Materials Processing
▪ Advanced Manufacturing
▪ Research Centres
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Want to explore further ?

Discover more about Microengineering and Robotics through student
testimonials, experiences and information sessions

Hear directly from students and alumni about their studies, 
their Master’s experience and their journey at EPFL

Student testimonials & information sessions
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https://sti.epfl.ch/fr/smt/medias/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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Practical Information
Everything you need to navigate your studies
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Course attendance and online offer

▪ Take profit as much as possible from presential courses 
and interact with teachers and assistants

▪ Follow live recordings only if you have major impediments

▪ Take profit of the School’s infrastructure to be on campus

▪ Make use of archived recordings to revise, catch-up and strenghten
your knowledge

All teachers look forward to welcome you in class 
in order to have the best dynamic and pedagogica
teaching style possible
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Indicative course evaluations

▪ Each semester, all EPFL courses are evaluated by students :

• Indicative evaluation : week 5 
• In-depth evaluation : week 14 

▪ Your feedback matters : it helps teachers continuously improve their courses and teaching.

▪ A high participation rate is essential to ensure meaningful and representative results.

Your evaluations and constructive feedback have 
a real impact on teaching !
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IEM - Labs to host your projects

Covers the following major technical fields:

▪ Electronic Circuits and Devices
▪ Micro-manufacturing and Micro- and Nano-technologies
▪ Robotics
▪ IoT, Computer & Communication Engineering
▪ Optics, Photonics and wave engineering
▪ Machine learning, Information Science and Systems
▪ Power and Energy
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IEM : one Institute, three campuses
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Beyond your studies

Make Projects

Work on ambitious interdisciplinary projects in teams

Entrepreneurship Education Hub

Explore innovation and turn ideas into projects

Graph Search

Your personalized EPFL chatbot
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https://make.epfl.ch/
https://www.epfl.ch/schools/cdm/ehub/
https://graphsearch.epfl.ch/en
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EPFL student services

A question ?

Please contact the Student Services Hotline preferably in the following order:

▪ Look up our information pages on the website EPFL studies.
▪ Send an e-mail
▪ Go to the Student Services desk during office hours 

Call 021 693 43 45 (you will get voice mail outside office hours or if the 
office is busy)

The EPFL “Student Services” desk 
is the main contact point for all academic queries

For EPFL students or doctoral students, whether recent arrivals
or recently graduated, whether you have a doubt, a question or a problem,
the “Student Services” Hotline is the focal point to process all your requests.
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https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/epfl-studies/
mailto:student.services@epfl.ch
mailto:student.services@epfl.ch
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Before contacting the section

01
CHECK ONLINE

Rules and procedures
SMT website

02
Find Right CONTACT 

Select the appropriate contact
based on your request

03
CONTACT 
THE SECTION

MT Section Office - BM1136

▪ Administrative questions :
Isabelle Schafer 
Christelle Pétremand

• Curriculum / 
study plan appointments :
Elmira Shahrabi (Section Adjunct)
Yves Bellouard (Section Director)
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https://www.epfl.ch/education/studies/en/rules-and-procedures/
https://sti.epfl.ch/smt/
https://sti.epfl.ch/smt/governance/
https://plan.epfl.ch/?room==BM%201136
https://people.epfl.ch/isabelle.schafer?lang=en
https://people.epfl.ch/christelle.petremand?lang=en
https://people.epfl.ch/christelle.petremand?lang=en
https://people.epfl.ch/elmira.shahrabi?lang=fr
https://people.epfl.ch/yves.bellouard?lang=en
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Welcome to EPFL !
We wish you a great start and every success in your Master studies

Microengineering Section
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